
In cooperation with the Florida Cooperative Extension Service whose county directors participate in supplying field information.

U.S. Department of Agriculture Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services University of Florida
National Agricultural Statistics Service Division of Marketing and Development Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

     Florida Agricultural Statistics Service
     1222 Woodward Street
     Orlando, Florida  32803
     407 / 648-6013

   http://www.nass.usda.gov/fl

WEATHER & CROP NEWS
Week ending July 15, 2001 Released 4:00 P.M. July 16, 2001

WEATHER SUMMARY: Hot and mostly humid weather marked
conditions during the week of July 8 through 14.  Temperatures
averaged from two degrees below to three degrees above normal at the
major stations.  Highs were in the 80s and 90s while lows were mostly
in the 70s.  Several stations recorded at least one low in the 60s.
Rainfall totaled from about three quarters of an inch at Pierson to over
ten inches in Immokalee.  Although recent rains replenished soil
moisture supplies, many localities remain dry.  Lake and pond water
levels remain below normal.

FIELD CROPS: Topsoil moisture supplies are rated mostly adequate
with scattered areas of short and surplus supplies.  Subsoil moisture
supplies are mostly adequate to short with some areas reporting
surplus and a few localities, very short supplies.  Peanut acreage is 75
percent pegged while the crop condition is rated five percent fair,
seventy-five percent good and twenty percent excellent.  Tobacco
harvesting is nearing the end.  Hay making continues with some
activity delayed due to wet fields.  Irrigated cotton, corn and sugarcane
are in good condition.

Moisture
Rating

Topsoil Subsoil

Last
week

This
week

Last
week

This
week

 Percent

Very short 13 0 1 1
Short 18 10 53 27
Adequate 68 73 46 55
Surplus 1 17 0 17

LIVESTOCK AND PASTURES: In the Panhandle and northern
counties,  pasture condition improved following recent rainfall.  In the
central area, forage crops grew well following good rainfall and cattle
condition improved.  However, stock ponds and streams are still low.
In the Southwest part of the State,  pasture condition improved at most
locations.  Some cattlemen are still feeding supplemental feed because
the Bahia grass has not yet fully recovered from the drought.  Pasture

condition was lower in some areas because of standing water from
recent rains.  Statewide, cattle condition is mostly fair to good.

Condition
Range Cattle

Last
week

This
week

Last
week

This
week

 Percent
Very poor 0 0 0 0
Poor 5 0 5 0
Fair 45 30 40 25
Good 50 65 55 70
Excellent 0 5 0 5

CITRUS: There were numerous rains and thunderstorms throughout
Florida’s citrus belt this week, and then on Saturday a summertime
“cold front” passed through dumping several more inches of rain in
many areas.  There were a lot of puddles and ponding on grove roads.
Some of the lakes, streams and water reservoirs are showing signs of
refilling.  The abundant rainfall generated new growth on most trees
of all ages in most areas.  New crop fruit is progressing well with good
fruit sizes.  Valencia harvesting crews completed moving most of the
fruit to the processors this week.  All of the major processors are now
closed for this season.  Very few grapefruit were picked this week and
those were for the fresh-squeeze markets.

Caretakers are very active mowing, chopping, and discing cover
crops that are making excellent growth with the aid of the heavy
summer rains.  Growers are applying fertilizers and sprays between
rains.  Hedging and topping continue in all areas.  Burn permits are
being issued in virtually all grove locations.  Burning of dead trees and
general grove debris has been reported in all areas.

VEGETABLES: Growers are preparing land for fall crop planting.
Okra harvesting continues in Dade County.  Tomato picking is
finished in the Quincy area.  Watermelon harvesting is virtually
complete.



FLORIDA VEGETABLES Page 2 July 16, 2001

Weekly shipments of selected vegetables

 2000-2001 _______

five year average (1995-96 through 1999-2000) . . . . . . .

     To receive this report via e-mail, send an e-mail message to listserv@newsbox.usda.gov with the following message:  add usda-fl-crop-
weather your-email-address your.name (optional)  An example:  add usda-fl-crop-weather jsmith@qtm.com john smith.  The report
will be e-mailed automatically to your e-mail address each week.
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CABBAGE
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CUCUMBERS
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